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ricide, is applicable to 
Self - Marder: For being 
4 ask'd, as both Diagenes 

1 Laertius and Tuly reports 
it, why he made no Laws againſt that, 
neither appointed any Puniſhment for 
it; his Anſwer was, That hie never ex- 
pected to meet with ſuch deteſtable Criminals, 
The Anſwer was becoming a wiſe Man, 
and one who was ſenſible of the Impreſ- 
ſions of Humane Nature, For the offe- 
ring Violence, either to Parents or one's 
„„ ſelf, 
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COP 
ſelf, is contrary to what Nature teach- 


eth, to what Reaſon dictates, and is in- 
conſiſtent with Humanity. The very 


Beaſts are careful of their Life, and are 
taught by Nature, to flee from all things 


hurtful and prejudicial to em; and how 


ſhould it be thought, that thoſe of a 


more perfect Nature, would be guilty 
of ſuch unnatural Barbarities as the very 
Beaſts are not capable of? But what- 
ever Men may be {uppos'd to be, when 
Humane Nature is abſtractly conſidered; 
there are too many Inftances daily, 
which prove that Men are capable of 
the greateſt Wickedneſs, and of doing the 
moſt unrea ſonable Things, which is a De- 
monſtration of that original and univerſal 
depra vation which the Scriprure teach- 
eth: It confirms alſo another Doctrine of 
the ſame Holy Scripture, of the Devil's 
watching Men, and entring them readi- 
ly, when not upon their Guard, and 
neither mindful nor careful to reſiſt him. 
For without the Inſtigation and Influ- 
ence of that Evil, Envious and Malici- 
ous Spirit, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
Men of themſelves, even left to them- 
ſelves, could be tranſported to ſuch de- 
teſtable Things, and ro act ſo contrary 
to Nature, to Reaſon, to Duty, to Self- 
a . 


| (CF) 
Intereſt, and to all both Divine and 
Humane Obligations, as we ſee they 
ſometimes do. 


II. There is Truth in the Obſervation, 
that there is no Paradox or abſurd Opi- 
nion, which has not been maintain'd by 
ſome or other Philoſopher : But none, 
except the extravagant Sect of the Stoichs, 
defended Self-Marder, all others con- 
demn'd It, and have alſo given ſtrong 
Reaſons againſt It from Nature, and 
Reaſon. So all Civilized Nations, for 
expreſſing their juſt Abhorrence of it, 
have order'd ſome Indignity to the 
Body of ſuch as did make themſelves 
away. yy +3 gas 


III. In Canonical Scripture there are 
only three Inſtances of Self- Murder, viz. 
that of King Saul, Achitophel, and Judas 
Iſcariot, who betrayed our bleſſed Lord; 
all of them Perſons unworthy of Imita- 
tion, being deſerted 'of God, Reproba- 
ted and delivered up to Perdition. | 


IV. As for Samſon, he is very un- 
juſtly propoſed as an Example of Self 
: Violence; one may alledge as well the In- 
ſtance of every generous King, or pub- 
5 "2 lick- 
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liver his People at once from their cruel 


(4) 


lick. ſpirited General, or other Perſon, | f 


who expoſe their Lives, and run upon 
viſible and inevitable Dangers, in tge 
lawful Defence of their Country and Re. 
ligion. Samos did not procure his 


own Death out of any Pet or Peeviſhneſs, 


nor from Melancholy and Impatience: 
But being, by the ſpecial Appointment 
of God, Judge and Ruler of Iſael, He, 
as became a Publick. ſpirited Perſon, | © 
did not conſider private Intereſt, but | 
the publick Good, and therefore brave- 
ly ventured his Life to the Honour of 
his God and Country; and for taking 
juſt Vengence on the publick Enemy, i . 
who inſolently oppreſſed himſelf and his 

People. He was brought to the Houle 
of Dagoz, in contempt. of the true God. 
there the Philiſtiues inſulted him, and 
took Occaſion, from his Misfortunes, to 
praiſe their falſe God, and to reproach |” 
the God of ae; wherefore, out of a 
holy and juſt Indignation, having reco- 
vered his miraculous Strength, he reſolv'd 
to ule it at that remarkable JunQure, 
and in ſuch a Manner, as would evident- 
ly exalt the Honour of his God, con- 
found Dazon and his Wor ſhippers, and de- 
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Oppreſſors. Tis true, he could not b 1 
Dil . 


(5) 
be ſenſible that his Attempt might put an 
end to his own Life ; but that was no 
Reaſon for declining it; and if he had 
declined that fair Opportunity of ſerving 
God and his Country, he would have 
bewrayed Want of both Courage anda 
publick Spirit, Dying is a Duty and 
honourable, when ſack noble Effects 
follow it. Sawmjox did not intend the 
killing himſelf : His firſt and chief In- 
tention, was to honour God, and to te- 
lieve his oppreſſed Country; ſo that his 
Death was only the Conſequence of that 
noble Reſolution and Attempt. Thus 
Samſon's Fact was not a violent or un- 
natural Attempt upon himſelf, and may 
be very well defended, without the Pre- 
rence of a ſecret Impulſe for it, which 
very probably he had, tho? it cannot be 
proved by expreſs Texts of Scripture. 
Vid. Aug. de civ. Dei. lib, 1, cap. 21. cam 
animadu, Long ini. A 
V. Something of this nature may be 

offered in Defence of Eleagar, who end- 
ed his Lite Fighting for the Liberty of his 
Country; 1. Mac. 6. 41. But that of 
Rais, 2 Mac. 14, 41. may bear a De- 
bate, and being Apocryphal, I ſhall not 
trouble my ſelf with it: Neither, indeed, 
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is it material, what may be ſaid for or 


againſt particular Examples ; for Ex- 
amples ought not to determine us in this 


or any other Caſe, where poſitive Pre. 


cepts or evident Reaſons do call to the 


contrary. It is our Duty to follow that 
which is juſt, right, good, and praiſe- 
worthy, tho? we ſhould be ſingular in 
it; and what is evil ſhould be avoided 


with all Care, tho' all the Worid ſhould 


approve of it by Opinion, and recom». 


mend it by Practice; and for that Cauſe, 
all willful and fleliberate Violence to 
one's own Life i1;2uld be abhorred, be- 
ing a heinous Crime by the Liglit of Na- 
ture, and a complex of crying Sins by 
the Light of the Goſpel. 


VI. For firft, It is againſt Nature, 


the firſt Motions of which is Self. preſer- 


vation, as is evident in all Kinds of 


Beings : For all of them, from the very 
firſt Moment of their Production, have 
ſtrong Inclinations after whatever is ne- 
ceſſary, proper, uſeful or convenient for 
Life, and as ſtrong an Averſion to every 
Thing hurtful to it. 5 are careful of 
Life, and when in danger, every one 


exerts all their Natural Sagacity and 
Power in defence thereof. This is wiſe- 


ly 


n 


5 62 
ly contrived, by the Author of Nature 
and the Creator of all Things, for the 
Continuance and Preſervation of the ſe- 


veral Kinds of Animals, which were 


made not to be deſtroyed inſtantly, but 
to be continued for the publick Good of 


the Univerſe. For the ſame Purpoſe, 


Selt-Jove is implanted in Man, that he 
may not negle& himſelf ; but be like- 


wiſe engaged and ſtirred up to a due. 


Care of himſelf and his Life, and to be 
capable of purſuing the other Ends of 
his Creation, Wherefore, the Love and 
Care of Life, are not only agreeable to 


Nature, but it is the firſt natural and 


neceſſary Duty; for no other Duty can 
be perfarm'd, nor any other Obligation 
anſwered, till this be obſerved: And 


conſequently, nothing can be ſuppoſed 


more unnatural, than the offering Vio- 
lence to one's own Life. No Man yet 
ever hated his own Fleſh, but noariſheth 
and cheriſbeth it, faith the Apoſtle : that 


is, no Man is by Nature prompted. to 


the one, but always to the other. Stir 


for Skin and all that a Man hath will he 
give for his Life, was true, tho? ſpoke 


by the Devil: nor more true than juſt; 


for Things are valuable, firſt, by their 


relation to Life, and as they are uſe- 
ful 


| 48 
ful to it; as Contrariety to Life is a juſt 
Ground of Averſion and Hatred. We 
naturally love and eſteem thoſe, whom 
we think helpſul for comforting and 
cheriſhing Life; and we judge Wrath 
and Rage moſt juſt and reaſonable, 
when a Deſign upon our Life is appre- 
hended. What a Monſter then in Na- 
ture is he, who wilfully and willingly 
docs that to himſelf, which he dreads 
and fears from another, and what he 
would to the utmoit of his Power hinder 
another to do? 


VII. Again, as Self. Marder is unna- 
tural, with reſpect to one's ſelf, ſo it is 
Cruelty and Injuſtice to Kindred, near 
Relations, and all others concerned in 
him ; For it ſadly afflicteth them, im- 
pairing their Comforts, diſappointing 
their Hopes, filling them with in ward 
Grief, and expoſing them to outward 
Shame. Now, what Wickednefs is it thus 
to requite the anxious and tender Care 
of Parents, the dear Affection of a Wife, 
the dutiful Reſpect of Children, the 
Kindneſs of Friends, and the Good-will 
of Neighbours, and others embark'd in 
the ſame Buſineſs and Proſeſſion? Cer- 
tainly, none can wilfully and deliberate - 


ty 


(9) 
ly reſolve upon this Fact, but mult firſt 
throw off of Regard to himſelf, 
and all Humanity towards others. Sup- 
poſe it was lawful and innocent with 
reſpect to one's ſelf ſingly and ſeparately 
conſidered, yet it is neither lawful nor 
innocent, when of ſuch evil Conſequence 
with reſpe& to others. For it is not 
zuſt to pleaſe our ſelves to the Prejudice 


of others, eſpecially thoſe to whom we 


are nearly related by Blood, Intereſt, 
or voluntary Engagements, ſuch Selfiſh · 
neſs is inconſiſtent with Juſtice, Genero- 
ſity or good Nature; it is brutiſn, and 
therefore unworthy of a Man. Look 
wot every Man on his own Things, but eue. 
717 Man alſo on the Things of athers, ſaith 
St. Pal, meaning that it is the Duty of 
every one to conſider and ſeek what is 


good and acceptable to others, as well as 


* 


What may pleaſe himſelf. 


VIII. Thirdly, Sel Murder is Crimi- 
nal, in regard of the Civil State, depriv- 
ing it of a Member without its Conſent, 
and wirhout any a or neceflary Oc. 
caſion. Birth or Habitation makes us 
Subjects, and being Subjects, we are un- 

der Laws and Government, and ſo have 
uo abſolute power over our Bodies and 

. N Lives; 
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(10) 
Lives; that is the Property andPrerogative 
of the Sovereign, who alſo ought to uſe 
it as it ſeemeth beſt for the Publick Good: 
It every one was allowed to do what 
ſeemerh right in his own Eyes, all Con- 
fuſion and Miſchief would follow; for 
reſtraining which, Government was In- 


ſtituted and agreed upon, and by this, 


all private Perſons are obliged to ſurren- 
der themſelves to the publick State, and 
not to diſpoſe of themſelves otherwiſe 
than the publick Government directeth, 
which is not done by him that layeth 
violent Hands on himſelf ; he that doth 
ſo, offers Violence to the publick Body, 
of which he is a Member, the Good of 
which he ought to ſeek with all Care; 
he uſurps the Magiſtrates Office, he diſ- 
turbs the Goverpment, ſhakes the Foun- 
dation of it, and recommends a perni- 
cious Practice, which if it obtain'd, 


would ſoon bring an utter Deſolation 
to all human Society, A dangerous 


and pernicious Example brings the Guilt 


of wickedneſs towards the Publick. 


But alas, the Love of one's Nation and 
Country, and a dutiful Senſe of publick 


Good, which was the Spring of thoſe 


Heroical actions among the Romans, are 
now loſt and laid afide ; not only what 
1 6 9 5 


Cn) 


may be thought private Intereſt, but e- 


ven odd and unacountable Humours 


are more regarded than the publick 
Good. But every one ought to pre- 
ſerve his Life for the ſake of the 
Publick, which may have need of itand 
occaſion for it. Dulce & decorum eſt 
pro patria mori, as ſaith the Poet : But 
it is diſgraceful to run out of the 
World, in a Manner which is detrimen- 
tal to both the publick and private 
Perſons. 


IX. Fourthly, Such Self-Violence is o- 


dious and ſhameful, becauſe prompted 


by Pride, and an immoderate Conceit of 
one's ſelf, and bewraying Weakneſs of 
Spirit, and Want of true Fortitude or 
Manly Courage. For they who thus 
haſtily and before their Time go out of 
the World, have no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe they think themſelves {lighted in 
it, and not ſuitably reſpected according 
to their own pretended Merit ; or be- 
cauſe they are reduc'd to ſome hard 
and uneaſy Circumſtances, which they 
have neither Patience to bear, nor 
Courage to ſtruggle with. 


Even 
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Even Cato kill'd himſelf becauſe he 
could not brook Cæſar's Victory, nor be- 

hold one raiſed above him, whom he 
judged inferiour to himſelf; for if he had 
thought Submiffion to Cæſar abſolutely 
unlawful or unbecoming a wiſe and 
good Man, why did he adviſe his Son 
to it? But not valuing his Sen as him- 
ſelf, he thought the Quality of a Subject 
might ſute with him, which his own 
Pride ſcorn'd, and therefore he made a- 
way with himſelf before Cæſar could 
reach him, tho certainly, he had not 


the leaſt Reaſon to doubt that Cæſar 


would have treated him moſt honour. 
ably. This End of Cato ſtain'd his 


former Life, and leaves a perpetual 
Blott upon his Memory, and that ſtrict 


Virtue for which he was ſo much ad- 
mired. This Fact of Cato, ſhewed that 
he was not perfectly wiſe, nor a true 
Patriot, nor a Man of commendable 
Courage. Not Wiſe, becauſe it is a 
wife Man's Part to ſuit himſelf to Junc- 
pens, and not to fret at Events which 
are not in the Power of Man. Not a 
true Patriot, becauſe if the Love of his 
Country had prevaiPd, he had neither 
Eo gone 


(237) 
gone out of the World, nor yet retired 
or abſconded himſelf, knowing that his 
Reputation and Popularity would have 
made Ceſar glad of his Friendſhip, which 
would have been uſeful to fave his 
Friends, to preſerve the Liberty of his 
Country, and to prevent thoſe Cruel. 
ties Oppreſſions and Ravages, which are 
common upon ſuch Changes of Govern- 
ment. Nor did Cato hereby ſhew true 
Courage, but on the contrary, Weak- | 
neſs of Mind, as St. Auguſtin hath fully 2. gg: 
proved. Nor doth this appear only by 22. 23. 
the Light of the Goſpel, but alſo by 
Natural Light: For Ariſtotle, as well T7 . 
as others, ſays that it is Softneſs and 
Effeminacy, to avoid ſuffering by a vo- 
luntary Death, and that the Virtue of 
Fortitude, requires a patient enduring 


Rebus in anguſtis, facile eſt contemnere 
Dian 103 
Fortiter ille facit, qui miſer eſſe pote ſt. 
| Martial. 


We correct our Children when they take 
Pet, becauſe not humoured, and when 
out of [Peeviſhneſs, they Run away, 
„Mie eee rok and reſuſe to 


eat: 


r . X * 
a4 — 


[ 


© 
j 4 
5 
7 . 
* 
: 
; 1 
i 
8 : 
: 
— 
{ 
o 
. 
; 
1 5 
* 
J 
[1 1 
1 
1 "Y 
* 
7 
05 
t 1 
] . 
1 
5 
4 
} 
} 
FH 
ll 
; 4 
ö 
ti 
& ft 
=: 
; 1 
1 1 
+ 
' 5 
4 $ 
79 
1 * 
7 &. 
: 
4 
4 4 
t 
: 
| y 
ROY 
| * 
' 7! 
1 
j 
115 
4 
4 T4 
1 
1 
. 
4% 
42 
©] 
4 
; $} 
| k 
8 
7 FT 
Wet 
| 
i if 
1 
4 \ 
It 
9) 
FX: 
| | 
* 
4 
1 
k 
3 
4 
5 


5 
\E 

6 q 
1 
4 


— 


| ( 14) 
eat: How unbecoming then a Man, 
is that Weakneſs which is faulty in a 
Child? „„ 


Proinde etas donec brevis hæc incertaque 
durat 
Gaudebit quicunque ſapit pro viribus, & 
non 
Frangetur quoties fortune urgebitur ira. 
Marcel. pul. Gemini. 


Si cuptunt fortes fieri, diſcrimina oportet 
Multa pati, & multos coguntur ferre la- 


bores, 


Idem. Virg. 


XI. But Fifthly, The great Atrocity 
of wilful Self- Maraer, is in reference to 
GOD, whom it moſt heinouſiy offends : 
For, firſt, It is an outragious Violence to 


the Image of GOD which we bear, and 
which is given as a Reaſon, why the 


Life of another ſhould not be taken a- 
way, Gen. 9. 6. for it the Blood of an- 
other ought not to be ſhed, becauſe, in 
the Image of Goa made he Man, the ſame 
Reaſon ſhould tye up our Hands from 


all Attempts upon our own Life. Se- 


conaly, It is a contemptuous undervaluing 


of a Divine Bleſſing, which, rightly 


uſed, 


2 


(8 


(15) 


uſed, is the Foundation of Happineſs, 
both Temporal and Eternal. The de- 


ſpiſing and rejecting Gifts from a Supe- 


riour, freely and generouſly beſtowed, 


is very provoking. Thirdly, It is a down=- 
right Thwarting his clear Will, maniteſt- 
ed firſt at the Creation, and afterwards 


repeated by expreſs Revelation: For 


God not only created Man, but provided 


him proper Food which he propoſed 
to him, thereby intimating that 'twas 


his Will and Pleaſure, that Man ſhould 
take careof his own Lite, and maintain 


it by the Uſe of proper and neceſſary 
Food. Again, one of thoſe Ten Com- 
mandments delivered to Moſes, which 
are perpetually binding, is Thou ſhalt not 


Vid. Aug. 


Rull, which being in general Terms, 4 c 25 


muſt be underſtood, to forbid the Kill- 
ing our ſelves as well as others. This 
is further confirm'd by that other Com- 
mandment of Loving our AM. ghlour as our 
Selves; for this not only ſuppoſeth, but 
enjoy neth a natural and rea ſonable Love 
of our ſelves, otherwiſe the Duty of 
Love to others would be very precarious; 
nor could this Precept be any Security 
to our Neighbour, if the doing our ſelves 
Hurt and Violence was conſiſtent with 


natural and reaſonable Se,. love. It is 
3 there- 


Lid. 1. C. od 
20, : p 


therefore, the Will of GOD, that every 


one cheriſh and preſerve his Life. 


Fourthly, He that kills himſelf, does 
uſurp God's Right and Prerogative, and 


inſolently aſſumes a Liberty to diſpofe of 


Int. Lib. 
3. C. 18. 


what belongs to GOD, without his Or- 
der or Leave. Every Man's Life is his 
own, only by Uſe and Poſſeſſion, as a 
Farm or Tenement, and not by Proper- 
ty; it is not abſolutely given, but lent 
for certain Ends and Uſes; it is a Truſt 
and Depoſitum, to be kept till call'd for 
by him who gaveit, and whoonly hath 
abſolute Dominion, becauſe all are his 
Creatures. Jesus CAR IST, being Lord, 
had Power to lay down his Life, but 
none other has Power to do ſo, but ac- 
cording to the Will of GOD, who 1s 
the Author of Life. For, ſaith Lactan- 
tins, as we came not into this Life by our 
own Will, ſo neither maſt we forſake this 
Tabernacle of the Body, without his Leave 
and Command who brought us hither, that 
we might maintain it, and reſide in it du- 
ring by Pleaſure. Which is not unelegant- 
ly fet forth in theſe Lines, 129 
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TH.) 
Vitaque mancipio nulli datur, omnibus 
2 ſa „ i | | 14 
Vita data eſt utenda, data eft ſine fang- 
re nobis | 
Mutua, nec certa perſolienda die. 


Fifthly, He who wilfully makes him- 
ſelf away, diſowns Providence, or re- 
fuſeth to commit himſelf to the Divine 
Conduct; he quarrels with the Divine 
Diſpenſations, he reſiſts GO D's Will, 
diſtruſts his Power, and puts no Confi- 
dence in his Wiſcom or Goodneſs; he is 
guilty of Murmuring, and denies that 
humble Submiſſion which is due to the 
Soveraign of the World, who, as he has 
all Power, ſo all Wiſdom and Good- 

neſs, for making every Thing work to- 
gether for Good to them that love him 
and depend upon him. Thus Self Murder 
is many Ways offenſive to GOD, and 
cannot but highly provoke him. From 
all which it neceſſarily followeth, 


XII. Sixthly, That Willful Self- 
Murder ends in Eternal Damnation. Hell 
and Eternal Miſery is the unavoidable 

Conſequence, and juſt Puniſhmeat of it. 
This is no raſh Verdict, but what every 
one mult ſay, who will ſpeak and judge 

—_ B 3 by 


5 { 18 by, 
by Goſpel Light. For by that it is evi. 
dent, that great and crying Sins are not 
pardon'd without Repentance, which in 
this Caſe is impoſſible; For he that is 
guilty dieth with his Sin, and ſo cannot 
' Repent here, and hereafter there is no 
Place for Repentance : Indeed, as ſoon 
as Men pais into the other World, they 
will be ſenſibly convinc'd of all their 
Errors which they entertain'd in this; 
but it will avail them nothing. Then 
the Atheiſt will ſee a Demonſtration of a 
Deity, but it will not rejoyce his Heart, 
it will give him all Confuſion and Con- 
ſternation. Then he that disbelieved the 
Goſpel will be inſtantly perſwaded of the 
Truth of it ; and every wicked Man will 
be made ſenſible of his Wickedneſs, which 
cannot but produce ſome Remorſe ; yet 
that will not better their Condition, or 
rocure them any Eaſe or Relief. For as 
the Wicked ſhall be turn'd into Hell, and all 
the People that forget GOD, ſo once there, 
there is no getting out, as Abraham told 
the Rich-Man, Lake 16. What wicked 
Madneſs then is it, to precipitate One's 
ſelf, into this Place of horrid Torment, 
only to ſhun ſome Uneaſineſs of the 
preſent Life? Is it not Intereſt as well as 


Duty, and true Wiſdom, to — 
ear 


JJ On 
bear all the Evils, which it pleaſeth 
GOD to try us with, and to ſtudy the 
approving our ſelves to him by Patience, 
aud other Acts of Well-doing, rather 
than run the Hazard of devouring 
Fires and Everlaſting Burnings. : 


XIII. We read of one Cleombrotus, who 
was ſo taken with Plato his Diſcourſe of 
Immortality, that he made himſelf away 
immediately, to the end he might enjoy 
that happy State; and, indeed, if ſuch 
Violence and Precipitation were allow- 
able and pardonable, on any Account, 
it might be in this Caſe, when it pro- 
ceeds from an eager Deſire after that 
bleſſed State in the other World. 


Quod niſi Religio obſtaret, legeſque Platonis, 
Ez Deas, hortarer Cultro dimittere Vitam. 


But (leombratus was more haſty 
than wiſe: For that was not the pro- 
per Door of Entrance: A Soldier is 
not likely to be preferr'd and reward- 
ed, if he quit his Poſt before the Time, 
and before his General order it. So it is 
our Duty to keep patiently our preſent 
Poſt, to maintain it, and to do all that 
belongs to it, and then to expect to be 
advanc'd to that bleſſed State in the o- 
ther World. This is elegantly, accord- 

B 4 ing 
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ing to natural Light, ſet forth by 
Cicero in his Somnium Scipionis, and by 
Macrobius, in his Commentary upon it, 

Lib. 1. Cap. 13. Plato alſo, himſelf, in 

that very Diſcourſe of Immortality, 
which is ſuppoſed to be his Phado, which 

gave Occaſion to Cleombrotus his making 
Himſelf away ſo haſtily: I ſay, Plato, even 

there, diſſwades from all ſuch Violence, 

and plainly aſſerts, that none ought to 
depart this Life, without the Call and 
Leave of GOD, who is the Author of 

os Eb. Life; Nay Cicero, tho' he defends 
Lib. 9. Z. Cato, becauſe his exceſſive Eſteem of 


per. him would not allow any Fault in him, 


pæt. 
ö ret he makes this Fact altogether un- 


whul in others. 


XIV. Nor indeed, did any defend it, 
except the Szozcks, as has been ſaid; 

and it was agreeable enough to their 

Preface to Character, which is given by Meric Ca- 
bs Me: ſaubon, for he ſaith, Of all the ſeveral Sects 
Urations. and Profeſſions of Philoſophers, that ever 
were known or heard of in the World, there 
ma not any that ever did hold Maxims 

and Opinions ſo contrary to Fleſh and Blood ; 

never any that was ' judged, even by the 
Learned Heathens themſelves (witneſs 
Learned Plutarch, who hath written 4 


(21) 
whole Book of this very Subject) ſo groſſel 
and 3 to oppoſe Nature, ang x 5 
verthrom all Grounds and Principles of 
Humane Senſe or Reaſon, as the Stoicks 
did, But tho? theſe odd Kind of Men did 
ſet light by this Crime, yet in the Judg- 
ment of all others, it was both Heinous 
and Infamous; therefore Virgil calls the 
Death of Amata, Lethum Informe, an ig Eri. 
nominious Death, becauſe ſhe hang'd her 
ſelf, and according to the common No- 
tion then, he gives all who die after this 
Manner, the third Place in Hell, where 
they were to continue for ever. Thus 


Proxima . tenent mæſti loca, gue 
ſibi Letham 
Inſontes peperere manu, lucemque peroſs 


. Projecere auimas: quam vellent athere in 


alto 
Nunc & anger & duros perferre 
labores] 1 
Fata obſtant, 22 pala innabilis 
und a 
Alligat, & novies ſtyæ interfuſs co- 
er cet. 


Eneid. Lib. 6. | 
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XV. What a deteſtable Crime Self- 
Murder is, may be learn'd, not only 
from the private Sentiments of the wiſeſt 
and beſt Men, but alſo from the pub- 
lick Acts of all well regulated States, 
Ancient and Modern; for all of them 
ha ve expreſſed their Indignation at this 
Fact, by either forbidding the Body to 
be Buried, or commanding it to be done 
in ſome diſgraceful ignominious Man- 
ner, which made it more odions and 

ve Be, Contemptible than Carrion. So it was 

2.1% among the Jews, as Joſephus informs 
us. This was likewiſe the Cuſtom of 

De pure the Greeks, Proots of which Grotius pro- 

gi duces; And particularly at Athens, it 

was order'd to chop of their Hands and 

expoſe them. And that the Romans 

were agreeable to all well form:d Com- 

mon- wealths in this Matter, appears 

reid. 12. from Servius his Notes on Virgil, Plato 

ve Lg. adviſeth the Burying of the Body, out of 

Reſpect to the Living, leſt it corrupt the 

Air; but orders it to be in ſome remote 

Deſart or frighful Place whither none 

reſort, and that there ſhould be no Stone 

or Monument or Inſcription, he being 

_ unworthy of all Remembrance, who 

was guilty of ſuch unnatural Barbarity 

| £Q- 


(23) 
towards himſelf. So both Civil and Ca- 
non Law do ſeverely inhibite the Bury. 
ing any ſuch Perſon without Ignominy, 
and ſome or other Mark of Indignation, 
which is obſerv'd every where through- 

out the Chriſtian World; and *twas al- 
ways practis'd every other where, except 
in ſome Places where there was a Bar- 
barous Cuſtom of giving Leave for one 
to make away with himſelf. For as at 
this Day, in ſome Parts of the Pagan 
World, it is permitted ſome Wives 
who deſire it, to burn themſelves. up- 
on their Husbands Death, ſo it is 
done with great Solemnity and Pomp. 


And Monſieur Montaigu reports a very Eb. 2. c. 


odd Paſſage of Marſeilles in France. For * 

he ſays that in former Times, they kept 
in the publick "Treaſury, Poiſon prepar'd 
at the publick Expence, which was 
given to ſuch as deſired to end their 
Life, provided the Senate of Six Hun- 
dered approv'd their Reaſons : But if any 
kill'd themſelves: without this Licence, 
they were diſpiſeable and ignominouſly 
treated. „ | 


XVI. Some may think it unreaſon- . 
able to appoint a Puniſhment for thoſe _ 


who cannot be ſenſible of it, nor bet- 
ter d 


F 
terd by it. But it is very reaſonable 
to expreſs a Deteſtation of a deteſtable 
Deed, tho' the guilty Perſon be eſcap'd 
and got without the Senſe of it. But 
tho rhe Dead are not ſenſible of what is 
done after they are gone; yet it is juſt 
to make them ſuffer in what remains of 
them, viz. Their Body and Name, 
which naturally are dear to every one; 
for there are none who are not, by the 
Inclinations of Nature, and the Dictates 
of common Reaſon, deſirous of having 
their Body decently Buried, and their 
Memory reſpectfully Honoured, And 
nothing can be more reaſonable, than to 
deny them theſe Acts of Humanity, due 
even to Strangers and Enemies, who 
had no Humanity towards themſelves. 
Lib, 3. c. Fe, ſaid Joſephus, as Hegeſippus reports 
tit, who goes away without the Leave and 
Conſent of GOD, our common Father, 
ought to have no Benefit from the Earth, the 
common Mother of all, Bur all Puniſh- 
ments are not intended to better the 
Guilty, on whom they are inflicted; 
tho chief Deſign is ad terrorem, and for 
preventing the wicked Imitation of 
See Plut. them. So P latar ch tells Us, that when 
20927, neither the Tears of Parents, nor the 
ele Perſwaſions of Friends, nor the Contri- 


Women, 
EL. 11. VAIICES 


(25) | 
vances of the Magiſtrate, could hinder. 
the Mhleſian Maids from Hanging them- 
ſelves, by the Counſel of a Wiſe Man, 
there was a Stop put to it, iz, By or- 
dering that thoſe Maids that Hanged them. 
ſelves, ſbould be carried Naked through the 
Mar bet. place. For, as the ſame Author 
adds, They that had no Dread upon them 
of the moſt terrible Things of the World, 
viz, Death and Pain, could not endure 
the Fancy of. an immodeſt Thing, no not to 
be expoſed to Shame after Death, 


XVII. But this wiſe Policy, this juſt 
and neceſſary Precaution, is fruſtrated 
here with us, by the common Practice 
of, I will not ſay ignorant, but moſt 


5 corrupt Coroners and their Jary, who 


generally bring in all, or very many 
Self. Murderers, even ſome notoriouſſy ſo, 
becauſe evidently deliberate, and with 
all ſtudied Cunning for preventing any 
Obſtruction to it; I ſay, they bring them 
it Non Compos, being either Brib'd with 
Money, or over Aw'd with Friends; 
and ſo by theſe Means, our juſt and ne- 
ceſſary Laws are eluded, the Chriſtian 
Office of the Dead is profan'd, by uſit 

it in behalf of one who is Damned, 
which is a mocking God, the Abhore 
2] rence 
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rence of that unnatural barbarous and 


moſt wicked Fact is lefſen'd, and inſtead 
of preventing it, there is Encourage- 
ment given to it. This is of that Con- 
ſequence, that the Government ſhould 
look more ſtrictly into it, and lodge the 
Coroner's Truſt with Perſons of true In- 
tegrity and Courage, who will neither 
take Bribes, nor yet ſtand in ſuch Awe of 
any, as to go evidently againſt both 
Truth and publick Good. And I am 
of the, Opinion, that it would make 
them more cautious, if with their Ver- 


dict they were obliged to give their 


Reaſons to ſome of Judgment and Au- 
thority; for then they would not ſo eaſily 
put up with weak and un ſufficient ones. 
For. Inſtance, I was once in a Place 
where one Hang'd himſelf ; next Day, 
the Coroner and his Aſſiſtants brought 
him in Non Compos; I being ſomewhat 
ſurpriz'd with ſuch a Verdict, demand- 
ed their Reaſon, and was bluntly anſwer- 
ed, that ſome had declared, that a Day or 
two before the was ſeen reading on 4 Book. 


Upon which, I could not forbear to 


ſay, Friend, how ſincere you and. jour 
Brethren are I know not; but the Reaſon of 
Jour Verdict is no Honour to the Place, nor 


Engouragement to Learning; and I hope N10 
| other 


* 


* 1 
other will take that as an Evidence of a dife 
ordered Mind, I relate this to ſhew how 
eafily theſe Men are prevaiPd upon to 
elude the Law in this Caſe, which is of 


more Importance than the Honour of 


any particular Family, or the Reputa- 
tion of any particular Perſon; better any 
Family ſuffer ſome Diſgrace, and he that 
was ſome time in good Reputation, be 
branded with deſerved Infamy, than to 
give the leaſt Countenance to a wicked 
Fact, ſo pernicious to the Publick, and 


which is the Scandal of this Nation, be- 


ing more often practiſed here than any 
where elſe. If it be ſaid in Excuſe for 
theſe Verdicts, that they who do ſuch 
Violence to themſelves, muſt be diſor- 
dered in their Minds, otherwiſe they 


could not or would not attempt it. 1 


anſwer, the ſame Excuſe may be made 
for every other Murder, and- all thoſe 
_ atrocious Cri nes which bring Perſons to 
the Gibbet, which are Acts of Madneſs 
in one Senſe, but not ſuch as leſſen the 
Guilt, or excuſe from Punuthment. - 


XVIII. Indeed, it muſt be own'd 
and confeſs d, that theſe ſevere 'i hings 
ſhould only take place, when the Fa bis 
evidently Willtul and Deliberate, aud 
1 | | com- 
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committed with ſo much Senſe, as 
would have made the Perſon obnoxious 
to Judicial Proſecntions and Trials, if 
accuſed of any Crime. But if the Perſon 
be really Non Compos, if he has done 
this Violence to himſelf in a Phrenſy, 
Delirium, or Fitt of Madneſs, than there 

ſhould be oo inſtead of Indignation, 
and Tears of Bewailing, rather than 

Wrathful Exclamations ; for in that 
Caſe the Perſon is not ſo Guilty as Un- 


fortunate, and the Fact is a greater In- 


ſtance of Humane Wretchedneſs and 
Miſery, than of Unnatural Wickedneſs. 
I ſay, not ſo Guilty, for all Guilt can. 
mot be denied, and I doubt much, if 
this can be the End of a truly Innocent 
3 Upright Perſon, as the worſt of o- 
ther Deaths may be. He muſt have 
little Humanity, who would not deplore 
the Misfortune of being the accidental 
Occaſion of another's Death : But it is 
More deplorable to be One's own Execu- 
tioner. If the Perſon has had the Uſe of 
his Senfes and Reaſon in former Times, 
it may be ſuſpected a Divine Judgment 
for ſome particular Sins. He that dies 
caſually by another, is ſaid to be deliver- 
ed by GOD into the other's Hand. Exod. 
21.13. 80 he that Kills himſelf, 1 2 | 

11105 . 
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this End delivered into, his own Hands; 
for it is not an Act of meer Chance, 


which Providence knew not, neither 
was in any Wiſe concerned in; and ſee- 


ing it is ſo much agaiaſt Nature, and 


has ſo many fatal Conſequences, it can- 
not be ſaid to bear the ſame Stamp with 
other Afflictions, and like them, to pro- 
ceed from Love and Faithfulneſs. Some 


more Marks of eee appear in it, 


which gives it the Character of a judg- 
ment, for puniſhing ſome Sin of the 
Perſon himſelf, or of ſome of his An- 
ceſtors. But theſe Judgments of GOD, 
muſt not be too curiouſly canvaſſed, be- 
cauſe we have not yet Light enough tor 
it. O the Depth of the Riches both of the 


Miſdom and Kpowledge of GOD! How 


unſearchable are his ' Judgments, and his 


Ways paſt finding out f 15 


XIX. I ſhould run out too ſar upon 
this Subject, if I would either conſider 
all the Caſes which may refer to it, or 
examine all the Arguments, which Me- 
lancholy Perſons, or ſuch as affect Wit 


and Sipgularity, have deviſed, in De- 


tence, of this wicked and unnatural FaQ. 
What I have faid is ſufficient for beget- 


ting an utter Abhorrence of it. If any 


Gb would 


1 Tu 

would dip further into a Subject ſo un- 
pleaſant, I referre them to that Copious, 
Learned and Laborious Auſwer of the 
Reverend Dr. Adams, to the moſt Im- 
prudent, as well as moſt Dangerous 
Book ever was publiſh'd, I mean that 
of Self-Marder, which Dr. Donne's Son 
ſet forth, as he ſays, according to his 
Father's Manuſcript, but not much for 
his Father's Credit; for tho' it ſhews a 
good deal of Learning, yet it ſhews 
alſo, that good Parts, anda great deal 
of time were employ'd to a very badPur- 
poſe. And certainly Dr. Donne was much 
to be blamed, for not deſtroying theſe 
Papers, which he was not at the pains 
to anſwer, For having out of Curioſity, 
or for Pleaſure, or for ſome other pri- 
vate End, gathered Poiſon, he ought 
either to have thrown it away, or to 
have left an Antidote for preventing the 
Hurt and Danger of it. 


XX. Some are carried to this horrid un- 
natural Fact Inſenſibly and by Degrees; 
others are, as it Were, tranſported to it 
of a ſudden: But whether the one or 
the other, the Way is prepared, and 
they are diſpoſed to it, by, firſt, Pride, 
Secondly, an Immoderate Love of the 

5 World. 


ET 
World. Thirdly, Fretfulneſs and Impa2 
tience with Difficulties and Troubles; 
4thly, Fear of Shame. Fifrhly, Deſpair and 
' Diſtruſt of Divine Providence. For theſe 
cauſe a Diſturbance in the Soul, by rai- 
ſing tumultuous Commotions, between 
Duty and Senſe, Reaſon and ſeeming 
Intereſt; and during this Confuſion they 
cannot defend themſelves but fall into the 
Snare of the Devil: For he watcheth, 
lays hold on the Opportunity, and en- 
ters the Diſtracted and Divided Soul, 
and hurrieth it to that which is both its 
Shame and Ruin. As he firſt put it in- 
to Judas his Heart to betray his Maſter, 
and afterwards, by Shame and Diſpair 
moved him to Hang himſelf, 


XXI. Wherefore, as it concerns e- 
very one to preſerve himſelf from this 


Heinous Offence, ſo for this End theſe 


Things are neceſſary and requiſite. 
Firſt, Prayer to GOD, that we be not 
left to our ſelves, nor given up to the 
Devils Temptations, but have Grace to 
reſiſt them. Secozdly, Humility, which 
may be learned by ſerious and frequent 
Reflections on our ſelves, our Sins, and 
Diſtance from GOD; for this will 
convince us, that 8 are leſs than the 
A 


leaſt 
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leaſt of GOD's Mercies, and that there 
is O little Reaſon to complain for what 
is wanting, that there is always Matter 
of Praiſe for ſome Things not deſerved. 
Why fpould a living Man complain? 4 Man 
for the Puniſhment of his Sins! Thirdly, 
A Chriftian Contempt of the World, by 
the Confideration, that Man's Life doth 
not conſiſt in the Abandance of the Things 
which be poſſeſſeth. Fourthly, An entire Re- 
ſignation to GOD, whoſe infinite Wiſ- 
dom knows what is beſt for us, whoſe 
almighty Power can do above what we 
can either ask or think, and whoſe Good- 
neſs has paſſed large Promiſes to all who 
truſt in him, I laid me dow# and Slept, 
and Awaked, for the Lord ſuſtained me. 
Fifthly, The ſerious Remembrance, that 
both Man's Life upon Earth, and the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion is a continual War- 
fare; and conſequently, Combats, Wreſt- 
lings and Strugglings, ſhould neither ſur- 
prize nor fright. He is a Polttoon, and 
not fit to be a Soldier, who Ducks at 
Dangers, or Runs away or hides himſelf 
when the Drum beats, or the Trumpet 
ſoutids to Battle. Jzsus CHRIisr, our 
5 and Leader, was perfected by 
Sufferings, and it is our Duty to folloy 
him. It is only thro? Tribulations and 
Mus 7 Afflictions 
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Afflictions that we can enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Szxthly, Chriſti- 

an Fortitude or Patience, by conſidering 
the Author of Afflictions, the Uſeful 

neſs and Reward of bearing them cheer- 
fully. This is the Crown of all Virtues, 

moſt acceptable to GOD, and the Glory 

of a Man ; for it 1s a Sign of Knowledge, 
Wiſdom and Strength of Mind. F II cr. 1. 
muſt needs Glory, I will Glory of the Things 
which concern mine Infirmities, ſaith St. 
Paul, meaning his Sufferings. My Bre- 
thren, count it all Joy when ye fall into dts 
verſe Temptations. Bleſſed is the Man that 
endureth Temptation, for when he is tryed, he 
ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which the 
Lord hath promiſed to them that love him, 
Jam. 1. 2, 12, Seventhly, Faith and | 
Hope by the Meditation of G O D's 
Word, for theſe repreſent Things both 
more truly and more pleaſantly than na- 
tural Sight or Senſe; theſe give Light 

in Darkneſs, and ſhew that the moſt 
ugly Appearance, and the moſt deſpe- 
rate Junctures may have a joy ful Iſſue 
Te have heard of the Patience of Job, and 
have ſeen the End of the LORD, that the 
Lord is very pitiful and of tender Mercy. Jam. 
F. 2, It i good that a Main ſhould both 
hope and quietly wait for the Salvation of 
. the 


(34) 
the LORD, for it often cometh when it 
is not looked for, and when, in Humane 
Probability, it. ſeems impoſſible. By 
theſe T hings the Spirit may be kept up 
in all outward Circumſtances. Who is 
thus fortified, has inward PeaceandTran- 
quillity, and is able to hold out againſt 
all the Chances and Changes of this 
World: nor can the Devil approach to 
hurt him. Melancholy Impatience and 
Diſconrent open the Door to him, but 
ſuch Serenity of Mind barrs him out. 
Nor can he prevail, while theſe fore- 
mentioned Divine Virtues are maintain- 
ed; for he can only Tempt, he can have 
no Power over us, unlels we yield and 
5555 Way to him. Reſiſt the Deuil, and 
e will flee from you, I will conclude with 
what St. Auguſtine ſaith on this Head. 
© This we poſitively ſay, this we confi- 
“ dently aſſert, this, by all means, we 
* recommend and approve, that it is 
« not lawful for any to kill Himſelf; not 
4 for ſhunning temporal Evils, becauſe 
& avoiding them this Way, we fall into 
4% Eternal; not for the Sins of others, 
* becauſe then we contract a heavy and 
« grevious' Sin of our own, which de- 
«files; whereas the Sin of another 
L does not; not for our own paſt Sins, 
5 8 e A becauſe 
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„Sins by Repentance; not for the Deſire 
« of that better Life after this, becauſe 


Aug. de Civ. Dei L. 1. C. 26. 
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F 
&* becauſe then there is greater Need of 
6“ Life, for Healing and Cleanſing theſe 


« that Better Life, will admitt of none 
« who: are guilty of their own Death.“ 
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